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Old offer for NBN home raises ire

Mark Ludlow

The Bligh government has
upped the ante in the bidding
war for the national broadband
network headquarters by offer-
ing a business incentive pack-

- age to lure the company north
to Queensland.

A lucrative incentive package
— which in the past has
included payroll tax exemp-
tions and possibly a cash pay-
ment — would increase the
pressure on the NSW and
Victorian governments, which
are also chasing the head-
quarters for their state,

Premier Anna Bligh last
night defended the incentive
package, saying her govern-
ment was prepared to do every-
thing it could to bring the
headquarters of the $43 billion
project to Queensland.

She acknowledged that Mel-
bourne (home to Telstra’s head
office) and Sydney (where
Optus is based) would sell

Rees sees and

NSW Premier Nathan Rees
said he would not reshuffle his
cabinet to punish those plotting
against him. - : o
Mr Rees yesterday threw his
support behind all his ministers,
including Primary Industries
Minister Ian Macdonald and
Police Minister Tony Kelly.
Both men are believed to be
plotting against the Premier to

install Health Minister John

Della Bosca ‘as leader.

“I won’t be reshuffling to
punish anyone,”” Mr Rees told
Fairfax Radio Network.

““All ministers have my sup-
port. They’ll continue to do so
and that will remain the case as
long as they continue to work
hard in their respective port-
folios on behalf of the people
of NSW.”’

He said his support applied
to all ministers, including Mr
Macdonald. ‘

““My comments are applicable
to him or anyone else in the
cabinet and in fact they apply to
anyone in  the parliament,
whether they are on my side or
the other,”> Mr Rees said.

““The fact is the people elect
us to be 100 per cent focused on
improving services and deliver-
ing for our communities and
that should be everyone’s
focus.”

Speculation about a reshuffle
surfaced over the weekend after
talk late last- week of a possible
push to have Mr Della Bosca
move into the lower house and
challenge for the leadership.

Mr Rees has said he knows
the MPs who are plotting
within Labor’s ranks to

Supporting democracy at any cost |

raising but there needed tobe

Mathew Dunckley -

Victoria’s Water Minister, Tim
Holding, has defended his:
presence at a $5000-a-head
Labor Party fund-raiserin
Melbourne last.week, arguing
such events are partof the
democratic process. . - - -
Organised by the party’s
fund-raising arm; Progressive
Businéss, thee omi
boat

themselves as the natural home
of the bid.

But she said Queensland’s
rapid growth in IT skills and
large infrastructure program
would make it a promising
contender to be the home for
hosting the country’s national
broadbandnetwork.

““My government is prepared
to do everything it can to ensure
NBN makes its home here, and
that includes putting incentives
on the table,”” she said.

“We need to be competitive
and look beyond a standard
sales pitch to secure deals like
this.”’

In the past, Queensland has:
raised the ire of its southern
counterparts by refusing to sign
the non-competition pact in its
aggressive pitch for companies
to move their headquarters to
Brisbane.

But apart from Virgin Blue,
which established its head-
quarters in Brisbane in 1999
after receiving an incentive

KEY POINTS

B NSW Premier Nathan Rees
says he will not reshuffle his
cabinet to punish anyone.

M His statement follows talk of a
leadership bid by Health
Minister John Della Bosca.

destabilise his leadership. But
yesterday Mr Della Bosca said
he did not know of anyone
within Labor’s parliamentary
teamn working to unsettle the

one private meetings with
Victorian ministers.

Queensland Premier Anna
Bligh has vowed to.ban’
members of her government
from attending such events but
Mr Holding insisted there was
no payment-for-access system
in Victoria. .

““There has alwaysbeen a
culture in this state — an

“Whio choose to'make donations

‘qppropriat_e one — where those illie , : 3
| problem with political fund-~ -

package worth in excess of
$10 million, the success -of the
business incentive program in
luring big :companies to
Queensland has been mixed.
In the executive summary of
Queensland’s - bid~ for the
national = broadband = head
office, obtained by The -Aus-
tralian Financial - Review, the

Virgin Blue chose

Brishane fora$10m

incentive package.

government said it could tailor
its incentive package through

discussions  with the NBN
board. . :
“This Queensland prop-

osition advances the argument
that locating the NBN com-
pany head office in Brisbane is
in the national interest,”’ it said.

National broadband network
chief executive Mike Quigley
was recently presented with the

‘I know nothing’ . . . NSW Health Minister John Della Bosca.

premier. ‘I know of nobody
who is doing anything but
focusing on their job,”” he told
reporters.

If a reshuffle is imminent it’s
likely to take place before state
parliament resumes next month
— the same month Mr Rees will
mark his first year in office.

He came into the position
after then -premier Motris
Iemma attempted to overhaul
his front bench, only to be
dumped by his party.

Opposition Leader Barry
O’Farrell said Mr Rees was

to political parties . . . are able

to do so,”” he said. - -
~ ““The important thing is that
if people need to put a view to
a minister they donot need to
paytodoso.” ‘
Asked why anyone would
pay to meet ministers, Mr

Holding said people wanted to '
support the democratic process..

Opposition Leader Ted ...
Baillieu said he did notfiave:

state’s submission. Ms Bligh is

~expected to meet him to sell the -

merits of Queensland’s bid.

<+ Last month, Victorian Prem--
ier John Brumby announced its,
bid. to ‘host the national
broadband network with a

$2 million contribution towards
‘a broadband research centre,"- |

the Institute for a Broadband
Enabled Society, in Melbourne.
- “NSW Premier ‘Nathan Rees
has enlisted Sydney Chamber
of Commerce executive direc-
tor-Patricia Forsythe and the

.that naturally arises

petitive bids between the big three

country mile”’.
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probably waiting for instruc-
tions on the reshuffle from
Right faction powerbrokers Joe
Tripodi and Eddie Obeid:
Both men back Mr Rees and

‘oppose Mr Della Bosca becom-

ing premier.

“We know that Mr Rees was
put there by head office, by the -
union movement, by the faction
warlords,”” Mr O’Farrell said.

“Mr Rees doesn’t call the
shots, he’s the puppet and he’s
waiting for the puppet master
to make the next-move.”

AAP

greater transparency in
government dealings.

“The key to thisisto have a
full disclosure regime, tohave a

full register of lobbyists, to have -

a ban on flobbyist]success fees
so that mates aren’t used in this
process.and.. . . to have all of
this testable and examinable

“with an independent, broad-

-corruption

“corimission,”’ Mr Bilillieu said. "~

states, Mr Rees said NSW, home - |-
to 43 per cent of telecommuni- . -
cations research and develop- |
‘ment, had a more compelling

" -case than other states “by a .
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LATEST INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SOPHISTICATED INVESTORS:

_ CLEAN TECH:
Proven algae to biodiesel technology
seeks partner

. Established plant ready to
commence production

- Abundant feed stock and
scalable expansion
capabilities
Multiple base products:

“waste management,
water, power

LIFE SCIENCE:

Revenue positive and poised for growth

“+ 'Developing strong pipeline of
[ “high value drugs in anticancer
- - fanti-inflammatories

« Established, revenue positive
- with intemational supply

" contracts in place

« Already raised $1.5m from
Govt grants and $9m of
private capital : ;

AQUACULTURE:

Fish farming with government support

e

» Strong.board and
‘management team

'« Monopoly location with

government support

‘» Fast growing fish and

strong demand for

product-internationally

TOURISM:

* Profitable hovercraft venture expanding

_»500% increase in revenue
. over first 5 years of operation
» Holds moenopoly position
" in a hooming tourist area
» Expansion required to

-~ meet expanding demand
from tours and customers

INDUSTRIAL:

Revolutionary parts cleaning system

« Proven technology that

improves safety and

. environmental impact

« Application in mining,
automotive, marine,
aviation and manufacturing
industries

« Proven demand for the

service delivered by a

rental fleet

LEISURE:

Franchise delivers compound growth

« Over 50% annual revenue
growth since 2004

« 30+ Franchises established
in Australia '

- Exclusive licenses with world
leading brands

« Opportunity fo develop large

scale theme park

To view full details of these
opportunities, visit: wholesaleinvestor.
com.au and click Register to View
Investment Opportunities

About Wholesale Investor
Featuring more than $300 million of transactions,
Wholesale Investor is Australia’s largest private
investment platform. Our website and magazine
connects opportunities to over 4200 high net worth,
professional and international investors.

Coming Soon:
Distressed Opportunities
This new listing section will feature distressed, VA and
pre- VAbusinesses and assets. Clickonthe “Distressed
Assets” button on our home page to register.

Receive a FREE 12 month magazine &
website subscription valued at $240.
You will be kept up io date with all the latest
opportunities as they are released. Click Magazine
Subscription on our website to receive this offer.

WHOLESALEINVESTOR.COM.AU
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